8th Grade Social Studies

Immigration Unit Final Test
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You will need:


You May Use:

A pencil or pen


Your notes

A highlighter



Your textbook






The class computer, netbooks






News stories in the white binders






Packets of the print-outs of census statistics

Your assignment:

Choose two (2) of the statements on the next page that you feel strongly about and write an essay on whether you agree or disagree with it. You must back up your opinion with at least three (3) facts. (Remember the difference between opinion and fact?)

You will not be graded on what your opinion is. You will be graded on how well thought-out it is and how well you back it up. You will be graded according to a standard 4-Point Response rubric.

You must use at least seven (7) vocabulary words between your two essays. Highlight each one. Each word only counts once and will not be counted if it is not highlighted. (See the vocabulary list on the back of this sheet.)

You will have only this period to write your essays. You may not come back at lunch or after school or email me additional thoughts. (Though I’d love to hear any additional thoughts you might have.) Each essay is being graded on the basis of being a 25-minute essay. I’m not expecting the same level of work I’d get on a term-paper. Just do your best and defend your point of view.

Write your essays on a separate sheet of paper, with your name and block. Turn them in at the end of the period. 

Good luck. I know you’ll do well.

- Mr. Fladd
Opinions:

1. All Americans should have to know how to speak English.

2. Immigrants should only be able to get the really good jobs if there aren’t enough native-born Americans to do them.

3. Quotas were basically a good idea – we should be able to decide which country new Americans come from.

4. We shouldn’t have any limits on the number of new immigrants coming into the United States, as long as they meet some minimum requirements.

5. In order to become citizens, all new immigrants should have to perform some form of community service. Young male immigrants should have to serve in the military.

Vocabulary:

Angel Island, assimilation, Chinese Exclusion Act, Ellis Island, Thomas Nast, evict, famine, Irish Potato Famine, nativist, pauper, alien, Coffin Ships, pull factor, push factor, quarantine, quota system, tenant, typhus, citizen, refugee.

