Immigration Unit Final Project
Who Deserves to Be an American?
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“Looking Backward”, Puck Magazine: January 11, 1893
We spend a lot of time in school talking about other people’s beliefs and opinions. This project is all about YOUR opinion. In one sense, this is a very easy project; you probably already have an opinion about immigration – all you have to do is explain it.

The hard part is the explaining. We all have a lot of strongly-held beliefs that we don’t put much thought into. Thinking is really hard work, which is why people don’t do it very often. You can express any opinion about immigration you want to; you just have to back it up with facts.

Let me say that again – I will NOT grade you on what your opinion is. I don’t care if it is one I agree with or not. What I want you to be able to do is believe in something strongly and believe it for a reason.

Write me an opinion paper on the following topic: Who deserves to be an American?
There is no length requirement for this paper. Use as many or as few words as you need to make your point. If you can meet all the project requirements in two or three paragraphs, that’s fine. (You will probably need a lot more than that, however.)

Here are your project requirements:

· Express a firm opinion in a topic sentence/introductory paragraph. You must pick an opinion – you can’t hedge your bets and say, “Well, it’s complicated and I can’t make up my mind…” Yes, it IS complicated – that’s the idea. You need to take a complicated issue and figure out how you feel about it. This is DEFINITELY the hardest part of the whole project. Almost all of last year’s students said that writing the actual paper was a cinch, once they had figured out what their topic sentence was.  Make sure you pick ONE opinion. A lot of students tend to pick four or five and never pull their arguments together.
· Use three historical episodes we talked about in class to back up your opinion. These can include any of the following:

· The immigration tests that the U.S. Government used to deliberately keep out immigrants from certain countries

· The Quota System

· The Chinese Exclusion Act

· The Immigration Act of 1965

· The Immigration Act of 1985

· The immigration statistics for the United States throughout history

· Immigration statistics for New Hampshire throughout history

· The 1850 Manchester race riot

· The El Paso Bath Riots

· Census data about immigrants in the United States

· Information about any of the new immigrants to New Hampshire from the news story we read in class.

· The Coffin Ships/Irish Potato Famine

· The Shapiros from Portsmouth (the Strawberry Banke worksheet)

· Anything from your textbook

· Anything from Read Write Learn & Study (if you take that class with Mrs. V)

· Use ten vocabulary words from this unit. These are the words we had this unit:

alien, Angel Island, assimilation, Chinese Exclusion Act , citizen, 
Coffin Ships, Ellis Island, emigration, ethnic group, evict, famine, immigration, Irish Potato Famine, Thomas Nast, nativist , pauper, 
pull factor, push factor, quarantine, quota system, refugee, tenant, typhus 
· Use the facts from a recent newspaper story to back up your opinion. This must be a newspaper story about immigration!!!!  It must be a news story – not an editorial, or an advertisement or a rant on somebody’s webpage. It must be an actual news story about an actual event that talks about facts, not somebody’s opinion. (We are trying to back up YOUR opinion in this paper, not just find people with the same opinion.)

If you have trouble finding news stories, I can provide you with a selection of news stories from the past year. They will be in a document posted on the school’s network. I will also make the document downloadable through homeworknow.com.

You must cite your source. (All stories in the document I’ve put together have bibliography information.)

That’s it. It doesn’t sound too difficult, does it? It’s not – once you’ve figured out how you feel about immigration. Good luck with that.

How This Project Will Be Graded:

· Picking and expressing an opinion…………………………………………………………….
/15

· 10 vocabulary words, correctly used to support the opinion…………………….
/10

(1 pt. each)

· Historical Episode #1 – facts are correct and it supports opinion……………..
/15

· Historical Episode #2 – facts are correct and it supports opinion……………..
/15

· Historical Episode #3 – facts are correct and it supports opinion……………..
/15

· News Story – it is actually a news story, supports the opinion ……...…………
/15

          and it is well-interpreted

· Mechanics – spelling/grammar/essay structure…………………………….………..
/10

· News story and any other non-class sources correctly cited…………………..

/5

Your Rough Draft is due on ********** and is worth a Quiz Grade.

Your Final Draft is due on ********** and is worth a Test Grade.

New Hampshire State Department of Education Framework Standards met by this project and this unit:

SS:CV:8:1.2: Analyze the major arguments for and against representative government as distinguished from direct democracy, and discuss how, in a representative democracy, minority rights are protected. (Themes: B: Civic Ideals, Practices, and Engagement, E: Cultural Development, Interaction, and Change, H: Individualism, Equality and Authority)

SS:CV:8:3.2: Analyze environmental, economic, and technological developments and their impact on society. (Themes: C: People, Places and Environment, D: Material Wants and Needs, G: Science, Technology, and Society)

SS:EC:8:1.1: Identify how events in the business cycle impact individuals' lives, e.g., recession or depression. (Themes: D: Material Wants and Needs, H: Individualism, Equality and Authority)

SS:EC:8:2.1: Identify and explain the determinants of supply and demand, e.g., income, tastes, or technology. (Themes: D: Material Wants and Needs, G: Science, Technology, and Society, H: Individualism, Equality and Authority 

SS:EC:8:5.2: Identify and explain the impact on trade of government policies, e.g., tariffs, quotas, or embargoes. (Themes: A: Conflict and Cooperation, F: Global Transformation)

SS:GE:8:2.2: Illustrate the connections among regions, e.g., world trade or regional alliances. (Themes: E: Cultural Development, Interaction, and Change, F: Global Transformation)

SS:GE:8:2.3: Describe how culture, technology, and experience affect perception of places and regions, e.g.,    images created by mass media or travel. (Themes: E: Cultural Development, Interaction, and Change, F: Global Transformation, G: Science, Technology, and Society)

SS:GE:8:4.1: Describe  ways in which physical and human regional systems are interconnected, e.g., canal systems or  "hub-and-spoke" airline operations. (Themes: C: People, Places and Environment, G: Science, Technology, and Society)

SS:HI:8:1.1: Examine how suffrage expanded to various groups of citizens, e.g., women  African-Americans. (Themes: B: Civic Ideals, Practices, and Engagement, H: Individualism, Equality and Authority, I: Patterns of Social and Political Interaction)

SS:HI:8:2.4: Analyze the extent to which democratic ideals, economic motives and  empire building have influenced United States foreign policy in events and policies, e.g., the Louisiana Purchase or  the Marshall Plan. (Themes: B: Civic Ideals, Practices, and Engagement, D: Material Wants and Needs, E: Cultural Development, Interaction, and Change)

SS:HI:8:4.1: Explore how economic interactions have occurred on an increasingly global scale, e.g., the Triangular Trade or multinational corporations. (Themes: D: Material Wants and Needs, F: Global Transformation)

SS:WH:8:2.1: Analyze the demographic impact of diseases and their treatment, e.g., the bubonic plague, small pox in the Western Hemisphere, or AIDS. (Themes: F: Global Transformation)

Ideas for Opinions

Stuck?

Having trouble coming up with an opinion about Immigration that you feel strongly about?

This is harder than you thought it would be, isn’t it?

Okay, don’t panic. You aren’t the first 8th grader to have this problem. We’ll get through this together.

Here are some possible opinions. Look through them and see if any of them resonate with you. Remember, you are looking for ONE opinion to write about this time.

· All Americans should have to speak English.

· No Americans should HAVE to speak any particular language.

· In order to become citizens, all new immigrants should have to perform some form of community service. For young men, they should have to serve in the military.

· We should not have a cap on how many new immigrants come into our country; as long as they are good people, the number shouldn’t matter.

· We shouldn’t let any more new immigrants into our country.

· Quotas were a good idea; we should go back to that system.

· Illegal immigrants should not be able to get any government services, like emergency room care or education.

· “What? Are you crazy? They are still human beings! Of COURSE they should still be able to get basic services, regardless of what their legal status is.”

· Illegal immigrants should not be able to get scholarships to go to college.

· Scholarships should be available to anyone, regardless of their immigration status.

· We should open up certain jobs – dangerous ones, hard ones, ones we have trouble filling – to illegal immigrants.

· Immigrants should not have to change who they are in order to be American.

