John Fladd

8th Grade Social Studies

September, 2005
United States Constitution - Introduction: Why have a government at all?

You Will Need - 1) Notebooks and writing materials

Aim: Students will examine the basic roles and forms of government. Students are

exposed to new vocabulary. Students are assigned a current event to study during

the week.

Homework: Look up each of the vocabulary terms, define each and write one

sentence explaining what it has to do with today's game.

Steps:

1)
"Did you ever read the book, Lord of the Flies or see one of the movies based

on it? Most of you have seen the tv shows Survivor or the movie Castaway. This activity will be a little bit like that.

Okay, we are going to take an imaginary class trip. As it turns out, we are not going to New York City this Spring; you guys have been working really hard for the past couple of years (I said this was imaginary!) and have managed to raise a lot of money for the trip – enough money to go to Tahiti! 

[Show on map and describe] 

Unfortunately on the way there, your pilot drops dead suddenly, the plane crashes into the ocean and all the adults are stung to death and eaten by jellyfish. You and your group are washed ashore in a rubber life raft on a deserted island. It is warm there – about 70 degrees day and night. There is plenty of water and enough fruit and edible roots to keep you alive with hard work. There is a small herd of wild pigs on the island as well. Your only tools are: the rubber raft, a small hatchet and a case of 100 ping-pong balls. Nobody has ever lived here before, so you'd have to do everything yourselves. There are no rules on this island - you are in charge. If you want there to be rules, you'll have to make them up yourself. How will you set things up? Who will collect food? Who will make decisions? Discuss this for a few minutes."

2)
Insert variables as specified in Columbia Education Center's lesson plan.


(See attached)

3)
Discuss as class at various steps - what if some of the people don't want to


work? What if you don't get along with the guys from the other islands - what if


they like Polka music and will only help you out if you listen to their kind of


music? - that sort of thing.

4)
Vocabulary – theocracy, republic, democracy, anarchy, dictatorship, plutocracy

Judy G. Cox, 

Ada High School, 

Ada, OK 

[Notes in italics are mine – jf]
Appropriate for grades 7-12. 

OVERVIEW•: A study of government usually brings a collective "UGH" from most upper level high school students. They've had many civics lessons since elementary grades, and they are sure they know enough to function in society or at least know where they can find a book to look up the facts necessary to answer a question. Yet too few have understood the necessity of government. They assume government, especially a democratic one, has always existed and always will. Why we have a government that holds us together yet doesn't crush us is taken for granted. This unit helps students understand the philosophy of politics and government. It is a good introductory unit to the study of government for any grade level.
PURPOSE•: The purpose of this unit is to force students to think about the basic questions of government. Why do we need government, what should it do, and what form should it take? 

OBJECTIVES•: As a result of completing the activities in this unit, students will demonstrate the following skills and understandings: 

1. Describe an imaginary situation where a state of nature exists. 

2. Define republic, democracy, anarchy, autocracy, aristocracy, and plutocracy. 

3. Understand the process of setting up a new government.

STEPS:

Divide students into groups of five. Groups should NOT be instructed to elect a leader or appoint a recorder. All actions in the group should be a natural outcome of the personalities in the group. 

1. Define a state of nature, an imaginary situation where no government exists. 

2. Imagine that all the students in your school were transported to an island where there were enough natural resources for you to live on, but where no one had lived before. When you arrived you had no means of communicating with people in other parts of the world. On the basis of this situation have students decide what actions they would take for their stay on the island. (Share findings with the whole class.) 

3. Present the groups with a new set of facts. Imagine that at this point you discover other groups of people living near you. (You may make this a rival school or leave it to their imaginations.) Have each group discuss their actions upon possibilities could include isolationism, war, or cooperation in the form of a treaty. How would their community go about adapting to the changes now present. (Share findings with the whole class.) [This works even better if you tell them that the other island has some resource that they don't - chickens for example]
4. Introduce a new scenario. Pirates have been raiding all groups on the island. Their actions have been quite effective. They appear to be stronger than any single group living on the island. How would your community react to the problem of outsiders and the potential destruction of your community? (Share findings with the whole class.) [Stress that they should not spend their time coming up with Rube Goldberg-esque plans to fight the pirates with coconut bombs, etc… They should decide if they will work with other groups or flee or fight the pirates on their own, or what.]
5. Define republic, democracy, anarchy, autocracy, aristocracy, and plutocracy. Each group should devise examples of when each of these forms of government could at some time exist in their community. 

6. Have each group redefine their government. How would they incorporate others on the island? How would they deal with outside enemies? How would they get the community to accept their government? 

RESOURCES/MATERIALS NEEDED•: No special resources needed for this activity. 

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER•: It is important in this activity to give each group ample time to reveal their ideas to other groups. With very little time passing it will be easy to recognize a distinct personality for each group. This can easily lead to a discussion of political parties and their varying philosophies when you end the unit. You can also spend some time guessing and theorizing who would provide the food, etc. Students will be able to name names of students in school. Interestingly enough, they usually realize that the best leaders in school are not always the ones elected to leadership positions in school organizations. Another interesting way to finish this activity is to see the similarities in establishing a colony, recognizing other colonies, and uniting to fight a common enemy. The brighter students will recognize the similarities of our struggle with Great Britain for independence as a guide in developing their group. Students usually become quite territorial about their group. They will name it, take great pride in it, etc. Occasionally some members will ask to move to another group because they are always in the minority. This proves to be an excellent lesson on "majority rules.

Our students are so indoctrinated in democracy that they seldom see advantages of other forms of government. This exercise helps them see the efficiency of dictatorships and conversely the cumbersome wheels of democracy. However, they always prefer to establish a clone government of the United States.

