Name _______________________

Block ___________

8th Grade Social Studies

Constitution Unit

Mid-Unit Project
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Here is the good news: Your project for this unit will be a poster (sort of)!!!  

(Yay! Hooray!)

Now the bad news: It will actually involve some work. Looking cool will not be enough. (Argh! Woe is me!)

Step 1 – Picking your guy:

You just did that. Remember this later on. You picked him. Nobody made you choose this particular Founding Father. Even if there was nobody you really wanted to pick, you had your choice and could avoid picking somebody you didn’t want. 

Write his name down here:    ___________________________________________

Step 2 – Finding information about your guy:

Look up information about the Founding Father you have chosen. You will need to find three (3) research sources for your guy. One can be from the internet. This means one – AND ONLY ONE! The other two are up to you. I would suggest that you look in an encyclopedia for one of them, but that is up to you.

Here is the information you need to find and include on your project:

1. Your name, block and the date you turned this project in. [No Points]
2. His name. [1 Point]
3. Where he was from (at the time the Constitution was written) [2 Points]
4. His occupation (what job or jobs did he have?) [2 Points]
5. 2-3 important things he achieved before the Constitution was written. (He must have done something important in order to be chosen to go to Philadelphia and write the Constitution!) [3 Points each]
6. 2-3 important things he achieved after the Constitution was written. 

(5 facts, altogether) [3 Points each]
7. A picture of him, with a caption. (If you find it online, it can be in addition to your one online source.) [5 Points]
And – Probably the most important part of this project…

8. Read the Constitution and find three (3) parts that would have been very important to your guy. [10 Points each]
9. Why would those three parts be particularly important to him? Present evidence to back up your opinion. [10 Points each]
10. You must use good spelling and grammar. [10 Points]
11. You must cite your sources (even your picture!). [5 Points]
For instance, lets look at a hypothetical example of a person you might research. (That means, it isn’t real, but we will pretend that it is for the sake of argument.)

Lets say your guy is Edmund Hingledoofer from East Carolina.

(See? Not a real person. Not a real state.)

After some research, you find that Edmund was 49 years old and was the head of his family’s bagel factory. He had fought in the Revolutionary War and had been captured by the British. After the Constitution was written, he went on to become a U.S. Senator, invented the electric pogo-stick and worked hard to protect the rights of Native Americans.

You might decide that he would feel strongly about section of the Constitution outlawing cream cheese (again, not real) because it would affect the sale of bagels and hurt his family’s business. He was from a small state, so he would have strong feelings about a section of the Constitution that dealt with small versus large states (what section could that be?). Finally, is there a section of the Constitution that deals with Native Americans that he might feel strongly about?

When you look at the Constitution, it is really hard to read; it uses old-fashioned lawyer language. Fortunately, you have just spent several weeks taking notes on the Constitution! Find something in your notes that you think your guy would have felt strongly about and then go find it in the Constitution. Do NOT put your notes down as a source in your bibliography!

Step 3 – Putting your project together:

For this project, you will be putting together something called a “Magic Book”. It is as cool as it is dorky-sounding!

We will put the actual books together in class, then you will put your information in it at home. There is a copy of an instruction sheet included in this packet. When it is all put together, your project should look like this:
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:


Inside:





Secret Compartment:

In every magic book, there is a secret compartment. This is where you will put the picture of your guy.



Back:



EXTRA CREDIT!!!!

If you are feeling really, REALLY ambitious and want to try for some extra credit, you can do this:

Instead of a portrait of your Founding Father inside your secret compartment, you can put a copy of a document written by your guy. You must include a GREAT caption, explaining how this document shows something about what kind of guy he was and/or how he felt about the Constitution. You can use the internet for this, without counting it as your one online source, though you still have to cite it in your bibliography.

A great place to search for this kind of document is at the Library of Congress website:

http://www.loc.gov/index.html
(Tech Tip – put your guy’s name in quotation marks when you do a search for him on this website. “Jared Ingersoll” will get better results than if it looks up everything the Library of Congress has about guys named Jared and guys named Ingersoll.)

This will be worth an extra 10 points on your final grade.

This will be pretty tough – the language these guys used is hard to understand. Make sure that you want to commit that much time and effort to tackling this.

Appendix #1 – Worksheet

(You should NOT turn this sheet in with your project. It is just a way to help you organize your information.)

1. Your project is due on _________________________________________.

2. The name of your Founding Father is _____________________________.

3. He was from __________________________________________.

4. He was ___________________ years old in 1787.

5. Five things that he accomplished before or after the Constitution was written:

A. ______________________________________________________________

B. ______________________________________________________________

C_______________________________________________________________

D_______________________________________________________________

E_______________________________________________________________

(Turn page)

My guy would have felt strongly about this part of the Constitution:

(List Article, Section and Paragraph #)

Here is why:

My guy would have felt strongly about this part of the Constitution:

(List Article, Section and Paragraph #)

Here is why:

My guy would have felt strongly about this part of the Constitution:

(List Article, Section and Paragraph #)

Here is why:

Appendix #2

How To List Sources in Your Bibliography

Book:
Name of the author, Title of the Book, Year it was written, Name of the publisher

Example: 

 Ketcham, Ralph, James Madison: A Biography, 1990, University of Virginia Press
Books Without an Author: (like an encyclopedia)

Name of the book, Edition, Topic title

Example:

Encyclopedia Americana, 1995 ed., "Constitution"

Website:
Name of the webpage where you found the information, URL (the address), Date you accessed the information

Example:

Founding Fathers, http://www.foundingfathers.info/, accessed 21 Aug., 2007

Newspaper or Magazine Article:
Name of Author (if available), Title of the Article, Publication, Date published

Example:

Lohmann, Bill, "Hidden gem: Madison's Montpelier:Estate renovation adds to legacy of 4th U.S. president", Richmond Times-Dispatch, 13 Aug., 2007

Appendix #3

How To Make a “Magic Book”

We will make your “magic book” in class, but in case you want to try making one at home or decide that you want to make a different one for your project, here is how to do it:

Materials needed:

· 1½ manila folders

· Scissors

1. Trim the tab side of the whole manila folder, so that the sides are even.

2. Open the folder and fold the outside edges to the middle



3. Return the folder to its original position

4. On the fold end, make two cuts, spaced evenly. Cut only as far as the crease.





        

5. Now open the folder and lay it flat.
6. Take the ½ manila folder and cut it lengthwise into two strips.


7. Weave the strips in opposite directions, into the larger, one-piece folder.
Taaattaaaaaa Ddaddddaaaaaaaaa!!!!!!

You should be left with a folder with two flaps in the front and a secret compartment in the middle.

New Hampshire State Social Studies Framework Skills and Standards Met by this Project:

Essential Skills:

· Detecting cause and effect, distinguishing fact from opinion, recognizing biases

· Evaluating and critiquing varied sources of information and the use of appropriate primary and secondary sources and technology to acquire information

· Creating and testing generalizations and theses

· Expressing clearly and concisely personal opinion supported by evidence

· Calculating effects of decisions and decision making

· Use economic and geographic data, historical sources, as well as other appropriate sources
· Discriminate to select the most worthwhile and trustworthy sources
· Draw on the diversity of social studies-related sources, such as auditory and visual sources, such as documents, charts, pictures, architectural works, and music.
· Detect cause and effect relationships
· Draw from the source information at a level appropriate to the task at hand, i.e., skimming for facts or probing for deeper meaning
· Utilize various types of sources such as documents, charts, images, artifacts, and maps
· Cite sources, particularly from the Internet, accurately and completely
· Access relevant and reliable websites
· Search effectively and efficiently
· Group data in categories according to appropriate criteria
· Place in proper sequence, i.e., in order of occurrence, including in timelines, or in order of importance, etc.
· Place data in tabular form: charts, graphs, and illustrations
· Draw inferences from factual material
· Take into account when interpreting events or behaviors context of their time and place
· Present visually (chart, graph, diagram, model, Power Point, etc.)
· Present in writing (research essays, abstracts, short answers, etc.)
Specific Standards:

SS:CV:8:1.1: Explain why limiting the powers of government is essential for the protection of individual rights. (Themes: B: Civic Ideals, Practices, and Engagement, E: Cultural Development, Interaction, and Change, H: Individualism, Equality and Authority)

SS:CV:8:1.2: Analyze the major arguments for and against representative government as distinguished from direct democracy, and discuss how, in a representative democracy, minority rights are protected. (Themes: B: Civic Ideals, Practices, and Engagement, E: Cultural Development, Interaction, and Change, H: Individualism, Equality and Authority)
SS:CV:8:2.1: Define the organization and responsibilities of federal government that are set forth in the  New Hampshire Constitution, the  United States Constitution and their amendments, e.g.,    Separation of Powers, Division of Powers, or the Bill of Rights. (Themes: B: Civic Ideals, Practices, and Engagement)

SS:CV:8:2.2: Compare and contrast the structure and major responsibilities and services of government at the local, state, and federal levels as set forth in the  New Hampshire Constitution and the  United States Constitution, e.g., taxation, transportation, or  education. (Themes: B: Civic Ideals, Practices, and Engagement)

SS:CV:8:2.3: Describe ways in which particular events and documents contributed to the evolution of American government, e.g.,    states' rights, universal suffrage, or civil rights. (Themes: E: Cultural Development, Interaction, and Change, H: Individualism, Equality and Authority)

SS:CV:8:2.4: Explain the legislative and political processes by which a bill becomes a law or government policy is established at the local, state, and federal levels, e.g.,    citizen petitions or conference committees. (Themes: B: Civic Ideals, Practices, and Engagement, H: Individualism, Equality and Authority)

George Read – Delaware

Gunning Bedford, Jr. – Delaware

John Dickinson – Delaware

Richard Bassett – Delaware

Jacob Broom – Delaware

James McHenry – Maryland

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer – Maryland

John Blair – Virginia

James Madison, Jr. – Virginia

William Blount – North Carolina

Richard Dobbs Spaight – North Carolina

Hugh Williamson – North Carolina

John Rutledge – South Carolina

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney – S. Carolina

Charles Pinckney – South Carolina

Pierce Butler – South Carolina

William Few – Georgia

Abraham Baldwin – Georgia

John Langdon – New Hampshire

Nicholas Gilman – New Hampshire

Nathaniel Gorham – Massachusetts

Rufus King – Massachusetts

William Samuel Johnson – Connecticut

Roger Sherman – Connecticut

Alexander Hamilton – New York

William Livingston – New Jersey

David Brearley – New Jersey

William Paterson – New Jersey

Jonathon Dayton – New Jersey

Benjamin Franklin – Pennsylvania

Thomas Mifflin – Pennsylvania

Robert Morris – Pennsylvania

George Clymer – Pennsylvania

Thomas FitzSimons – Pennsylvania

Jared Ingersoll – Pennsylvania

James Wilson – Pennsylvania

Gouverneur Morris – Pennsylvania

Name _____________________

Block ___________

Name of Founding Father …………………………………………_________/1

Where he was from in 1787…………………..……………………_________/2

Jobs that he had…………………………………………….………_________/2

Five things he did before or after 1787……………………….……_________/15

Picture of him………………………………………………………_________/2

Caption for the picture………………………………………...……_________/3

First part of the Constitution that was important to him……………_________/10

Evidence that it was important to him………………………………_________/10

Second part of the Constitution that was important to him…………_________/10

Evidence that it was important to him………………………………_________/10

Third part of the Constitution that was important to him……………_________/10

Evidence that it was important to him………………….……………_________/10

Good spelling and grammar…………………………….……………_________/10

Bibliography………………….…………………………………...…_________/10

Total ………………….……………_________/100
Grade………………….……………_________












You should also put your name, block and the date somewhere in here.

















Put the various facts of his life down on these two columns.





Write your guy’s name here.








It is likely that you will come up with one particular part of the Constitution that you think your guy would feel very passionate about. Fill up this column with the reasons why you think he would care so much about it. (Hint – look for actual quotes by this guy.) 





Put why you think he would care so much about the other two parts that you have chosen from  the Constitution in this column. 





Reason 2











Reason 3





Quote the three parts of the Constitution that you have chosen here. Remember, these are parts of the Constitution that you have good reason to think your guy would have felt passionately about. If the parts are hard to read, you might want to paraphrase them (put them in your own words). You do not have to include the whole Section, just the part that would have been important to your guy.





Make sure that you include the Article, Section and Paragraph numbers.





#1


#2


#3





Put the picture of your guy here, in the secret compartment. There will be plenty of room, so if you want to get really fancy, you can definitely do it.  Include a really good caption. The picture should be cut into thirds, so that the secret compartment will still open.





(See Apendix #4 – Pasting Stuff Into Your Magic Book)




















Put your bibliography here, on the back of your project.





Open End





crease





Two technology hints:





If you take your picture of your guy from the internet, choose as large of one as you can find. It is much easier to shrink a big one down and have it look good than it is to blow up a little one.





Do NOT save your picture in Word! It always degrades the picture. Save it as a jpeg or gif file.
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